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March 17, 2020 

Dear Hebron Families: 

I wanted to provide another update regarding our school closure due to the ever evolving coronavirus outbreak 
(named “COVID-19”). As you may have already heard, the Governor closed schools through at least March 
31st.  

There have been many questions about what this means in regard to the end of the school year. I had written 
to the Commissioner of Education expressing multiple concerns regarding distance learning counting towards 
student attendance days. I also requested flexibility for all districts but especially Hebron. As you know, we 
have a major construction project to complete over the summer with the replacement of pipes at Hebron 
Elementary School. I am happy to report that the Commissioner wrote to Superintendents last night 
stating that we can end the school year at our regularly scheduled end date. Therefore, our last day of 
school is scheduled to be June 16th.  

Yesterday, your principals began communicating with you in regard to Interim Educational Opportunities. 
Interim Educational Opportunities differ from Distance Learning slightly. Interim Learning Opportunities are 
suggested but optional learning tasks compared to Distance Learning which is required work that must be 
completed and student attendance must be taken. For families, this means flexibility. Principals will be in 
continued communication as we phase in additional digital tools and enhanced learning activities. You will start 
hearing from your teachers as well. All of our administrative team and most of our teachers are parents and we 
are learning ourselves as we strive to balance planning these enhancements for our students while helping our 
own children learn at home. We understand that you will be juggling a lot at home and we will phase in 
additional learning activities over the next two weeks.   

We have closed our buildings completely at this time and our staff is working remotely; this is to continue to 
deep clean and begin preparations for facilities work at both schools. We are doing some regular maintenance 
work as well as security enhancements at Gilead Hill School. We are now beginning preparation work for the 
pipe project at Hebron Elementary School. This was slated to start during April break but we decided to move 
up this work to get a jump on as much preparation work as possible to ensure we start next school year on 
time.   

Multiple meals are being provided to all students and their siblings under the age of 18 on Mondays and 
Wednesdays from 8:00-9:00 AM at Gilead Hill School. Please see the flyer on the website for more 
information. Families in need can also contact our Central Office for additional support by calling 860-228-
2577.    

AHM Youth & Family Services is available to help support families in need as well.  AHM can be reached by 
calling 860-228-9488. Families can also call 2-1-1 for access to health and community resources.   

Please continue to reach out to our principals or to me with questions. We will continue to keep you updated on 
any further developments. Hebron Public Schools continues to follow all instructions, guidance, and 
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recommendations received from town officials, state officials, Chatham Health District, the Connecticut State 
Department of Health and the Connecticut State Department of Education. The health and safety of the 
children, families, faculty, and staff continues to be our utmost priority. Thank you for your patience, 
understanding, and support as we all work through this challenging time together.   

Sincerely, 

Thomas J. Baird, Ed.D 

Superintendent of Schools 

Cc: Donald E. Briere, Ph.D, Director of Educational Services 

Katie Uriano, Principal, Gilead Hill School 

    Michael Larkin, Principal, Hebron Elementary School 

 


